Impact of chemotherapy on subsequent generations.
Chemotherapy is extensively used in healthcare and its usage is only increasing. Since DNA and DNA modifiers (epigenetics) are altered by chemotherapy, the long-term effects in exposed individuals are important to clinicians and researchers. For example, animal studies have shown evidence of both genetic and epigenetic changes in progeny several generations downstream from the initial exposure. At present, there is extremely limited available research in humans but the study of the generational effects of chemotherapy could prove to be significant.